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SERMON IL 





On F.pnesiaNns Vi. IT. 


We wreflle not again Afb and blood, but againf principalities, sont 
powers, againfl the rulers of the darkne/s of this world, againft wicked 
Spirits i in heavenly places. 


T has been frequently obferved, that there are no 
gaps or cha/ms in the creation of God, but that 

all the parts of it are admirably connected together, to 
make up one univerfal whole. Accordingly there is one 
chain of beings, from the loweit to the higheft point, - 
from an unorganized particle of earth or water, to 
Michael the Archangel: the fcale of creatures does 
not advance per faltum, by leaps, but by fmooth and 
gentle degrees ; although, it is true, thefe are frequents 
ly imperceptible to our imperfect faculties. We can- 
not accurately trace many of the intermediate links of 
this amazing ‘chain, which are abundantly too fine to 
be difcerned either by our fenfes or under{tanding. 

2. We can only obferve, in a grofs and general mans 
ner, rifing one above another, firft inorganical earth, 
then minerals and vegetables in their feveral orders ; A 
afterwards infects, reptiles, fifhes, birds, beafts, men, 
and angels. Of angels, indeed, we know nothing, 
with any certainty, but by revelation. The accounts 
which are left by the wifett of the ancients, or given by 
the modern Boathem being no better than filly, felf. 
inconfiftent fables, teo grofs to be impofed even upon 
children. But by bivine revelation we are informed, 
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that they were all created holy and happy; yet they 
Hs did not all continue as they were created: fome kept, 
fe but fome left, their firft eftate. The former of thefe 
Hie are now, good angels, the latter, evil angels. Of the 
4 ae former | have {poken in a preceding difcourfe: 1 pur- 
pofe now to {peak of the latter. And highly neceffary 
it is, that we fhould well underftand what God has re- 
vealed concerning them, that they may gain no advan- 
tage over us by our ignorance, that we may know how 
to wretftle againtt them effectually. For we wre/tle not 
id againft fich and blo od, but agai: vf principalities, againfe 
I powers, agai nft the rulers of the ‘darknefi of this world, 
‘ 


~~ en 


| againjt wicked fpirits in heavenly places. 
Hie This fingle paflage feems to contain the whole 
iH feripture- -doctrine concerning evil angels. I apprehend 
Ae iy the plain meaning of it, literally tranflated, is this, Our 
| wreftling—TVhe wreftling of real Chriftians, is not—on- 
an ly, or chiefly, againf? flefh and blood—weak men or fieth- 
a) ly appetites and paffions, but again/t principalities, againfe 
4 at powers—the mighty princes of all the infernal legions, 
j ‘ with their combined forces: and great is their power, 
' dias as is alfo the power of the legions which they com- 
j i mand—again/? the rulers of the world—(This is the lite- 
ie ral meaning of the wo !.) Perhaps thefe principalities 
hai! and powers remain chicfly in the citadel of their king- 
yi dom. But there are other evil fpirits that range 
af abroad, to whom the provinces of the world are com- 
mitted—Of the darknefs—chiefly the fpiritual darknefs 
—of this age—which prevails during this prefent ftate 
of things—again/t wicked /pirits—eminently fuch who 
mortally hate, and continually oppofe, holinefs, and la- 
bour to infufe unbelief, pride, evil defire, malice, an- 
ger, hatred, envy, or revenge—in heavenly places— 
which were once their abode, and which they {till 
aipire after. 
In profecuting this important fubject, I will endea- 
your to explain, 
Firft, The nature and properties of evil angels: and, 

Secondly, Their employment. 
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J. 1. With regard to the firft, we cannot doubt, but . 
all the angels of God were originally of the fame nature. 
Unqueitionably they were the higheft order of created 
beings. ‘They were {pirits, pure, ethereal creatures, 
fimple and incorruptible; if not wholly immaterial, 
yet certainly not incumbered with grofs, earthly fleth 
and blood. As fpirits, they were endued with under- 
ftanding, with affections, and with liberty, or a power 
of felf-determination ; {fo that it lay in themfelves, either 
to continue in their ‘allegiance to God, or to rebel 
againdt him. 

2. And their original propertics were doubtlefs the 
fame with thofe of the holy angels. ‘There is no ab- 
furdity in fuppofing Satan, their chief, otherwife {tiled 
Lucifer, Son of the Morning, to have been, at leaft, 
“one of the firft, if not the firft archangel.” Like 
the other fons of the morning, they had a height and 
depth of underftanding, quite incomprehenfible to us. 
In confequence of this, they had fuch knowledge and 
wifdom, that the wifeft of the children of men (had 
men then exifted) would have been mere ideots in 
comparifon of them. Their ftrength was equal to their 
knowledge, fuch as it cannot enter into our — to 
conceive : neither can we conceive to how wide a {phere 
of action, either their ftrength or their knowleda ze eX- 
tended. Their number God alone can tell: doubtless 
it was only lefs than infinite. Anda third part of thele 
{tars of heaven the arch-rebel drew after him. 

3- We do not exactly know (becaule it is not reveal. 
ed in the oracles. of God) either what was the occafion 
of their apoftafy, or what effect it immediarely pro- 
duced upon them.» Some have not improbably fup- 
pofed, that when God pub/ifhed the decree (mentioned 
Pfalm ii. ver. 6, 7) cottcerning the kingdom of his on- 
ly begotten Son, to be over all creatures,—thefe firit. 
born of creatures gave place to pride, comparing them- 
felves to him; (potlibly intimated by the very name of 
Satan, Lucifer, or Michael, which means, Who is like 


Gad?) It may be, Satan then firft giving way to 
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eer, faid in his heart, * I too will have my 
throne. / will fit upon the fides of the north! I will be 
like the Moft High.”’ But how did the mighty then faii! 
What an amazing lofs did they fuftain! If we allow 
of them all, what our poet fuppofes concerning ‘their 
chief in particular, 


** Fis form had not yet loft 
All its original brightnefs, nor appear’d 
Lefs than archangel ruin’d, and the excefs 


Of glory obfcur’d :” 


If we fuppofe their outward form was not entirely 
changed (though it muft have been in a great degree ; 
because the evil difpofition of the mind muft dim the 
luftre of the vilage) yet what an aftonifhing change 
was wrought within, when angels became devils! when 
the holieft of all the creatures of God, became the 
moft unholy! 

4. From the time that they fhook off their allegiance 
to God, they thook off all goodnefs, and contracted 
all thofe tempers which are moft hateful to him, and 
moft oppofite to his nature. And ever fince they are 
full of pride, arrogance, haughtinefs, exalting themlelves 
above meafure: and although fo deeply depraved 
through their inmoft frame, yet admiring their own 
perfeétions. They are full of envy, if not againit God 
himfelf ; (and even that is not impoflible, feeing they 
formerly afpired after his throne) yet againft all their 
iellow-creatures: againft the angels of God, who now 
enjoy the heaven from which they fell; and much 
more againit thofe worms of the earth, who are now 
called to inherit the kingdom. ‘Vhey are full of cruelty, 
of rage again{t all the children of men, whom they 
Jong to infpire with the fame wickednefs with them- 
felves, and to involve in the fame mifery. 

5- In the profecution of this infernal defign, they are 
whee 3 in the higheft degree. ‘To find out the moft 

effectual means of putting it into execution, they ap- 
a to this end the whole force of their angelical un- 
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derftanding. And they fecond it with their whole 
ftrength, fo far as God is pleafed to permit. But i: is 
well for mankind, that God hath fet them their bounds 
which they cannot pals. He hath faid to the fierceft 
and ftrongeft of the apoftate fpirits, ** Hitherto fhalt 
thou come, and no farther.” Otherwife how eafily 
and how quickly might one of them overturn the wh« le 
frame of nature! How foon would they involve all in 
one common ruin, or at leaft, deftroy man from the 
face of the earth? And they are indefatigable in their 
bad work: they never are faint or weary. Indeed it 
feems no fpirits are capable of wearineis, but thofe that 
inhabit flefh and blood. 

6. One circumftance more we may learn from the 
fcripture, concerning the evil angels. They do not 
wander at larve, but are all united under one common 
head. It is he that is tiled by our bleffed Lord, The 
prince-of this world: yea, the apoftle does not fcruple 
to call him The god of this world. He is frequently fti- 
led Satan, the adverfary ; ; being the great adverfary 
both of God and man. — He is termed, The Devil ; by 
way of eminence, Apollyon, or the de sAtroyer ; the Old 
Serpent, from his beguiling Eve under that form ; and 
the Angel of the bottomlefs pit. We have reafon to be- 
lieve that the other evil angels are under his command: 
that they are ranged by him according to their feveral 
orders, that they are appointed to their leveral ftations, 
and have, from time to time, their feveral works, and 
sara afligned them. And undoubtedly they are con- 

rected (though we know nor how ; certainly not by 
ami both to him and to each other. 

Il. But what is the employme ont of evil angels? 
This is the fecond point to be confidered. 

1. They are (rome uber! fo far as Gad permits) 
noruoxpatorts’ (sovernors of ihe evorid !) So that there may 
He more ground than we are - apt to imagine, for that 
ftrange expreilion of Satan (Matt. iv. 8, 9) when he 
had fhewed our Lord all the hingdoms of the tvor ld, and 
the glory of them. All thefe things will I give thee, if thou 
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wilt fall down and worfbip me. It is a little more par- 
ticularly exprefled, in the fourth chapter of St. Luke. 
The devil fhewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time. (Such an aftonifhing meafure of 
power is ftill left in the prince of darknefs!) And the 
devil faid, All this power will I give thee and the glory 
of them : for that is delivered unto me ; and to whom/oever 
I will, J give it, ver. 5, 6. They are the rulers of the 
darkne/s of this age ({o the words are literally tranflat- 
ed) of the prefent {tate of things, during which the 
whole world lieth in the wicked one. He is the element 
of the children of men, only thofe who fear God be- 
ing excepted. He and his angels, in connection with, 
and in fubordination to, him, difpofe all the ignorance, 
all the error, all the folly, and particularly all the 
wickednefs of men, in fuch a manner as may mott 
hinder the kingdom of God, and moft advance the 
kingdom of darknefs. 

2. * But has every man a particular evil angel, as 
well as a good one, attending him?” | This has been 
an exceeding ancient opinion both among the Chriiti- 
ans and the Jews before them. But it is generally 
doubted, whether it can be fufliciently proved from 
feripture. Indeed it would not be improbable, that 
there is a particular evil angel with every man, if we 
were aflured there is a good one. But this cannot be 
inferred from thofe words of our Lord, concerning lit- 
tle children, In heaven their angels do continually fee the 
face of their Father which is in heaven. This only proves 
that there are angels who are appointed to take care of 
little children. It does not prove, that a particular 
angel is allotted to every child. Neither is it proved 
by “the words of Rhoda, w ho, hearing the voice of Pe- 
ter, faid, It is his angel. We cannot infer any more 
from this, even fuppofe his angel means his guardian 
angel, than that Rhoda believed the doctrine of guar- 
dian angels, which was then common among the Jews. 
But ftill it will remain a difputable point (feeing reve- 
lation determines nothing concerning it) Whether every 
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man is attended, either by a particular good, or a paré 
ticular evil angel ? 

. But whether or no particular men are attended 
by particular evil fpirits, we know that Satan and all 
his angels are continually warring againft us, and 
watching over every child of man. ‘They are ever 
watching to fee whofe outward or inward circumftances, 
whofe profperity or adverfity, whofe health or ficknefs, 
whofe friends or enemies, whofe youth or age, whofe 
knowledge or ignorance, whofe bufinefs or idlenefs, 
whofe joy or forrow, may lay them open to temptati- 
on. And they are perpetually ready to make the ut- 
moft advantage of every circumftance. Thefe fkilful 
wre(tlers efpy the {malleft flip we make, and avail them- 
felves of it immediately: as they alfo are about our bed, 
and about our path, and fpy out all our ways. Indeed 
each of them walketh about as a roaring lion, feeking 
whom he may devour ; or whom he may beguile through 
his fubtilty, as the ferpent beguiled Eve. Yea, and in 
order to do this the more effectually, they transform 
themfelves into angels of light. Thus 


“¢ With rage that never ends, 
“ Their hellith arts they try : 
** Legions of dire, malicious fiends, 


** And fpirits enthron’d on high.” 


4. It is by thefe inftruments, chiefly, that the fooli/h 


hearts of thofe that know not God, are darkened : yea, ' 


they frequently darken, in a meafure, the hearts of them 
that do know God. The God of this world knows how 
to blind our hearts, to {pread a cloud over our under- 
ftanding, and to obfcure the light of thofe truths, 
which at other times fhine as bright as the noon-day 
lun. By this means he affaults our faith, our evidence 
of things unfeen. He endeavours to weaken that hope 
full of Yieamortality to which God had begotten us, 
and thereby to leflen, if he cannot deftroy, our joy 
in God our Saviour. But above all, he itrives to damp 
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all our religion, and that as this rifes or falls, the whole 
work of God flourifhes or decays in the foul. 

5. Next to the love of God, there is nothing which 
Satan fo cordially abhors, as the love of our neigh- 
bour. He ufes, therefore, every poflible means to pre- 
vent or deftroy this: to excite either private or ap 
lic fufpicions, animofities, refentments, quarrels: to 
deftroy the peace of families or of nations, and to ba- 
nifh unity and concord from the earth. And this in- 
deed is the triumph of his artt—to embitter the poor, 
miferable children of men again{ft each other, and at 
length urge them to do his own work, to plunge one 
another into the pit of deftruction. 

6. This enemy of all righteoufnefs is equally dili- 
gent, to hinder every good word and work. If he can- 
not prevail upon us to do evil, he will, if poffible, pre- 
vent our doing good. He is peculiarly diligent, to hin- 
der the work of God from fpreading in the hearts of 
men. What pains does he take, to prevent or obftruct 
the general work of God? And how many are his 
devices, to ftop its progrefs in particular fouls ?—To 
hinder their continuing or growing in grace, in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift?—To leffen, if 
not deftroy, that Jove, soy, peace; that long-/uffering, 
gentlencfs, goodnefi ; that fidelity, meeknefs, temperance, 
which our Lord works by his loving Spirit, in them 
that believe, and wherein the very eflence of religion 
confifts. 

7. To effect thefe ends, he is continually labouriny 
with all his fkill and power, to infufe evil thoughts of 
every kind into the hearts of men. And certainly it 
is as eafy for a fpirit to fpeak to our heart, as for a 
man to {peak to our ears. But fometimes it is exceeding- 
ly difficult to diflinguifh thefe from our own thoughts : 
thofe which he injects fo exactly refembling thofe which 
naturally arife in our own minds. Sometimes, indeed, 
we may diftinguifh one from the other by this circum- 
itance,x—The thoughts which naturally arife in our 
minds are generally, if not always, occafioned by, or 
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at leaft connected with, fome inward or outward cir 
cumftance that went before. But thofe that are preter 
naturally fugeefted, have frequently no relation to, or 
connection (at leaft none that we are able to difcern) 
with, any thing which preceded. On the contrary, 
they fhoot in as it were acrofs, and thereby thew, that 
they are of a different growth. 

8. He likewife labours to awaken evil paflions or 
tempers in our fouls. He endeavours to in{fpire thofe 
paflions and tempers, which are directly oppofite to the 
fruit of the fpirit. Ue strives to inftil unbelief, athe- 
ifm, ill-wall, bitternefs, hatred, malice, envy; oppofite 
to faith and love: Fear, forrow, anxiety, worldly 
care ; oppofite to peace anid joy: Impatience, ill-nature, 
anger, refentment ; oppofite to long-fuflering, gentle- 


nels, meeknefs: Fraud, guile, diflimulation; contra-: 


ry to fidelity: Love of the world, inordinate affecti- 
on, foolith defires ; oppofite to the love of God. One 
fort of evil defires he may probably raife or inflame, by 
touching the fprings of this animal machine. Endea- 
vouring thus, by means of the body, to difturb or ful- 
ly the foul. 

g. And in ponent we may obferve, that as no good 
is done, or fpoken, or thought, by any man without 
the afliltance of God, working together in and with 
thofe that believe in him: fo there is no evil done, or 
fpoke, or thought, without the afliftance of the devil, 
who worketh with energy, with itrong, though fecret 
power, in the children of unbelicf. ‘Thus he entered inte 
Judas, and confirmed him in the defign of betraying 
his mafter. Thus he put it into the heart of Ananias 
and Sapphira /o lie unto the Holy Ghef. And, in like 
manner, he has a fhare in all the ations and words 
and defigns of evil men. As the children of God are 
workers together with God, in every good thought, or 
word or action; fo the children of the devil are work. 
ers together with him, in every evil thought, or word; 
or work. So th.t as ail we ood term) pers, and remotely 
all good words and acti ns are the fruit of the good 
I I 
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fpirit; in like manner all evil tempers, with all the 


words and works which fpring from them, are the 
fruit of the evil ipirit: infomuch that all the works of 
the flesh, of our evil nature, are likewife the works of 
the devil. 

1o. On this account, becaufe he is continually in- 
citing men to evil, he is emphatically called, the Tempter. 


Nor is it only with regard to his own children, that he 


is thus employed. He is continually tempting the 
children of God alfo, and thofe that are labouring fo 
to be. 


- 


“ A conftant watch he keeps; 
“ He eyes them night and day: 
** He never flumbers, never fleeps, 


“ Left he fhould lofe his prey.” _ 


Indeed the holieft of men, as long as they remain upon 
earth, are not exempt from his temptations. They 
cannot expect it; feeing it is enough for the difciple to be 
as his mafier. And we know He was tempted to evil 
till he faid, Father, into thy hands I commend my /pirit. 

t1. For fuch is the malice of the wicked one, that 
he will torment whom he cannot deftroy. If he can- 
not entice men to fin, he will (fo far‘as he is permitted’) 
put them to pain. ‘There is no doubt but he is the oc- 
cafion, directly or indirectly, of many of the pains of 
mankind : which thofe who can no otherwife account 
for them, lightly pafs over as nervous. And innume- 
rable accidents, as they are called, are undoubtedly 
owing to his agency: fuch as the unaccountable fright 
or falling of horfes, the overturning of carriages, the 
breaking or diilscating of bones ; ‘the hurt done by 
the falling or burning of houfes, by ftorms of wind, 
fnow, rain, or hail, by lightning or earthquakes. But 
to all thefe, and a thoufand more, this fubtle fpirit can 
give the appearance of accidents: for fear the fufferers, 
if they knew the real agent, fhould call for help on 
one that is ftronger than him. 
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12. There is little reafon to doubt but many difeafes, 
likewife, both of the acute and chronical kind, are 
either occafioned or increafed by diabolical agency: 
particularly thofe that begin in an inftant, without any 
difcernible caufe: as well as thofe that continue, and 
perhaps gradually increafe, in fpite of all the power of 
medicine. Here indeed vain men that would be wife, 
again cail in the nerves to their afliftance. Bvt is not 
this, explaining ignotum perignotius? A thing unknown 
by what is more unknown? For what do we know of 
the nerves themfelves ? Not even whether they are folid 
or hollow. 

13. Many years ago, I was afking an experienced 
phylician, and one particularly eminent for curing lu- 
nacy, * Sir, have you not feen reafon to believe, that 
fome lunatics are really demoniacs ‘”’ He anfwered, 
«Sir, I have been often inclined to think, that moft 
lunatics are demoniacs. Nor is there any weisht in 
that objection, that they are frequently cured by medi- 
cine. For fo might any other dileafe, occafioned by 
an evil fpirit, if God did not fuffer him to repeat the 
itroke by which that difeafe is occafioned.”’ 

14. This thought opens to us a wider feene. Who 
can tell how many of thofe difeafes, which we impute 
altogether to natural caufes, may be really preterna- 
tural? What diforder is there in the human trame, 
which an evil angel may not inflict? Cannot he imite 
us, as he did Job, and that in a moment, wit!) boils 
from the crown of the head to the fole of the foot? 
Cannot he, with equal eafe, inflict any other, either 
external or internal, malady? Could not he, in a mo- 
ment, by divine permiffion, “caft the ftrongeft man down 
to the ground, and make him wal/ow—fiaming, with all 
the fymptoms either of an epilepfy or apoplexy? In 
ike manner it is eafy for him to {mite any one man, 
or every one in a city or nation, with a malignant fe. 
yer, or with the plague itfelf, fo tyat vain vould be the 
help of man. 
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is. But that malice blinds the eyes of the wife, one 
would i imagine fo intelligent a being would not ftoop lo 
low as it feenrs the devil fom etimes does, to torment 
the poor children of men! For to him we may reafon- 
ably impute many little inconveniences which we fuf- 
fer. “1 believe (faid that excellent man, the marquis 
de Renty, when the bench on which he fat fnapped in 
funder, without any vifible caufe) that Satan had a 
hand in it, making me to fall untowardly.” I know not 
whether he may not have a hand in that unaccountable 
horror, with which many have been feized in the dead 
of night, even to fuch a degree that all their bones 
have fhook. Perhaps he has a hand alfo in thofe terri- 
fying dreams which many have, even while they are in 
perfect heaith. : 

It may be obferved, in all thefe inftances, we ufual- 
ly fay the devil, as if there was one only ; becaufe thefe 
{pirits, innumerable as they are, do all aét in concert : 
and becaufe we know not, whether one or more are 
concerned in this or that work of darknels. 

It remains only, to draw a few plain inferences froma 
the, doctrine which has been delivered. 

1. And firft, as a general prefervative againft all the 
rage, the power, and fubtilty of your great adverfary, 
on the panoply, the whole armour of Gad, univerial 

olinefs. See that the mind be in yoy whieh was alfo in 
‘Chrift Fefus, and that ye walk as Chrift aljo walked ; 
that ye have a confcience void of offence toward God 
and toward men. 5o fhall ye be able to withftand all 
the force and all the ftratagems of the enemy. So 
fhall ye be able to with/tand in the evil day ; in the ppd 
of fore temptation. And having done all to ftand ; 
remain in the pofture of victory and triumph. 

2. To his fiery darts, his evil fuggeftions of every 
kind, blafphemous or unclean, though numberlefs as 
the ftars of heaven, oppole the fhield of faith: a con- 
{cioufnefs of the love of Chrift Jefus will effectually 
quench them all. 
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*¢ Jefus hath dy’d for you ! 
“ What can your faith withftand ? 

“ Believe ! hold faft your thield ! and who 

« Shall pluck you from his hand 2?” 


3. If he inject doubts, whether you are a child of 
God; or fears, left you fhould not endurg to the end, 
take to you for a helmet, the hope of falvation. Hold fatt 
that glad word, Bleffed be the God and Father of our 
Lord ‘fefus Chrift, whey according to his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us again unto a living hope of an inheritance 
incor ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. You 
will never be overthrown, you will never be ftaggered 
by your adverfary, if you bold Sift the beginning of this 
&) nfidence fredfaft unto the end. 

Whenever the rearing lion, walking about and feek- 
ing whom he may devour, aflaults you with all his ma- 
lice, and rage, and ftrength, refit him /edfaft in the 
faith. Then is the time, having cried to the — 
for ftrength, to fir up the gift of God that is in you: 
fymmon all your faith, and hope and love, to turn the 
attack in the name of the Lord, and in the power of 
his might: and he will foon /lee from you. 

5. But “ there is no happinels, fay s one, greater than 
the being without temptation.” When, therefore, 
this is the cafe, when Satan feems to be withdrawn, 
then beware left he hurt you more as a crooked fer- 
pent, than he could do as a roaring lion. ‘Then take 
care you are not lulled into a pleafing lumber, fe? he 
foould beguile you as he did Eve, even in innocence, and 
infenfibly draw you from your fimplicity toward Chrift, 
from feeking all your happinels in him. 

6. Lattly, i if he transfurm himfelf into an ange ! of light, 
then are you in the greatett danger of all. Then have 
you need to beware, left you alfo fall wh re many 
mightier have been flain: then have you the greatelt 
need to watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 
And if you continue fo to do, the God whom you love 
and ferve will deliver you. The ancinting of the Holy 
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one fhail abide with you and teach you of all things. 
Your eye will pierce through {nares: you fhall know 
what that holy, and acceptable, and perfect will of God is, 
and fhall hold on your way, till you grow up in all 
things into him that is our head, even Chrift Fefus. 


EEE DZ —e 


A fhort Account of Mr. Sampson SrTaNnifoRTH ; in @ 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Weszer. 


(Continued from page 31.] 


FTER feveral marches, we came to another 
camp, where we lay nine or ten weeks. ‘There 

was one in the fame company with me, whofe experi- 
ence was a direct contraft to mine. His name was 
Mark Bond. He was born at Barnard-Caflle, in the 
county of Durham. For many years I was wholly 
without God in the world: but he feared God from 
three years old, and was under great concern for his 
foul, and many times prayed to God in fecret. When 
his parents fometimes put him to bed, without faying 
his prayers, as foon as they were gone, he would rife 
and fay them: otherwife he could not flesp. From 
this time, till he was feven years old, he was harrafled 
with various temptations: but with one above all; he 
was violently and continually importuned to curfe God, 
till one day, when he was about feven years of age, he 
went into the fields, under a hedge, and actually did 
it. The moment he had uttered the words, he was in 
vreat horror and diftrefs of foul: he then thought God 
would no more have mercy, and that there was no fal- 
vation for him. Neverthelefs he was, by the fear of 
God, reftrained from outward fin. From that time, 
till he was about eighteen, the forrows of his. heart 
were enlarged. He concluded he mutt go to hell, and 
had no chriftian friend to advife with. O what need 
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have we to blefs God for thofe helps he was deftitute 
of! He durft not, however, put an end to his own 
life: but a recruiting party being in the town, he en- 
tered into the army, defiring and hoping that he fhould 
foon be killed. Upon this principle he lifted in the 
company | was in: but his ways were not like thofe of 
other men. Out of his little pay he faved money to 
fend to his friends. We could never get him to drink 
with us; but he was always full of forrow; he read 
much, and was much in private prayer. 

At the beginning of the campaign, he went to hear 
the preaching of ohn Haim, William Clements, and fohn 
Evans. There he found what he wanted. God foon 
{pake peace to his foul, and he rejoiced with joy un- 
fpeakable. He then began to think, whom he fheuld 
open his mind to. He thought of feveral; but could 
fix on none but me. He could not fhake me off his 
mind, till he came to me and told me what God had 
dene for his foul; adding, how defperate my cafe 
would be, if I died without experiencing the fame. 
But all of this was ftrange language to me. I under- 
ftood it not: and as foon as he was gone, I ufed to go 
to her I mentioned before, and make fport of all 
had faid. He came to me after, but I would not hear 
him. He then endeavoured to turn his thoughts on fome 
one elfe ; but I was continually on his mind, fleeping 
and waking. He could not reft, either day or night, 
but it was on his mind, ‘* Go to Sampfon.”’ He came 
to me, and told me what he had felt and fuffered on my 
account. But I did not mind it, till he met me one 
time, when [ was in diftrefs, having neither food, mo- 
ney, nor credit. On his coming and atking me to go 
and hear the preaching, I faid, You had better give 
me fomething to eat or drink; for 1 am both hungry 
and dry.” He took me toa futler’s and gave me both: 
meat and drink. Then he took me b y the hand, and 
led me to a place erected about half a mile from the 
camp. I had no defire to hear any thing of religion, 
but on the contrayy went with great reluctance, Whe 
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it was that was {peaking I do not know: but this I 
know, that God {pake to my heart. In a few minutes 
I was in deep diftrefs, full of forrow, under a deep 
fenfe of fin and danger, but mixed with a defire of 
mercy. And now I, that had never prayed in my life, 
was continually calling upon God: in time paft, I 
could fhed tears for nothing; but now the rock was 
rent ; a fountain was opened and tears of contrition 
ran plentifully down my cheeks. A cry after God was 
put into my heart, which has never yet ceafed, and 1 
truft never will. My dear Companion obferved it with 
great joy. I was, as it were, knocked down like an 
ox. I had nothing to plead, having never had ped 
the power or the form of godlinels. No works, 
righteoufnefs was mine. I could only fay, “ God be 
merciful to me, a finner!” 

From that hour, as much addi€ted to it as ¥ was be- 
fore, I never {wore an cath. And I was never more 
overcome by liquor, though I had been fo enflaved to 
it for feveral years. Indeed there was a conftant cry in 
my inmoft foul, “* Save, Lord, or I perifh !’’ When the 
preaching was over, my dear companion took me in 
his arms, blefled God with a joyful heart, and faid, he 
would come the next night, and fetch me to the preach- 


ing. I went to my tent full of forrow, thoroughly con- 


vinced what a miferable ftate I was in, and feeing all 
my fins ftand in battle array againft me. All the next 
day I was longing for the time of hearing preaching 
and feeing my dear compavion. But I had not patience 
to flay fo long. I went to the place, fome time before 
they began. There were feveral foldiers of other regi- 
nats come before me. Some were reading; others 
converfing of the things of God. Some at a little dif- 
tance were finging; and fome down in a corner were 
at prayer. I was walking about, my heart full of for- 
row, my eyes full of tears, wifhing I could pour out 
my heart to God like them, when one came to me, and 
kindly afked me, if I came to preaching, and how lon 

1 had done fo? I anfwered, * Laftnight was the f 
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time.’? He took me afide, and faid, Let us go to pray- 
er. I faid, I cannot pray :—I never prayed in my life. 
But he went to prayer with me. By this time my dear 
friend was come, and rejoiced to find that I was there * 
before him. The more I heard, the more deeply was Weg 
I convinced of fin, and of my danger on account of it. ae | 
He afked if I had a bible or any good book? I faid ‘eet 
no; | knew not that ever I had read any. He faid, I { at 
have a piece of an old bible: takeit. Ican do better 
without it than vou. I took it asa great treafure, and ‘ 

read in it with great joy. ‘The next day my old com- 
panions found me out, and called me many names. 
But it made no impreflion upon me at all, as 1 was 
every day more and more refolved to fave my foul. I 
fpent more and more time in reading and prayer, and 
miffed no opportunity of hearing the word. I was 
deaf to all the allurements of my comrades, regarding 
neither their evil nor their good words. I had now a 
tender confcience: I could neither drink, fwear, game, 
nor plunder any more. I would not take fo much as 
an apple, a bunch of grapes, nor any thing that was 
not my own. 

My companion, who had been employed for fome 
time in an out-party, now came home to the company. 
He immediately took me to be with him, as his com- 
rade, and watched over me, as a tender parent over 
a beloved child. He inquired into all my affairs, and 
finding I had contracted fome debts, faid, * The 
followers of Chrift-mutt be firft juft, and then charita- 
ble. We will put both our pays together, and live as 
hard as we can; and what we {pare will pay the debt! 
From this time I continued, by the grace of God, feek+ © 
ing him with my whole heart. 

Many trials | had, partly from my old companions, 
partly from the fins I was before given to. But gl 
be to God, I was preferved from both, and enabled to 
perfevere in the way of duty. My companion took 
every ftep he cou!d to help me forward in the ways of 
Gow. Neverthele‘s all this campaign I was in great 
| 
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diftrefs of foul: yet I hated fin, and followed God 
though I knew he was angry with me. The more I 
heard, and the more I read the word, the greater was 
my pain : for | faw more clearly my miferable {tate, both 
by nature and by practice. All the remainder of the 

campaign I was in deep diftrefs, having fometimes a 
little hope, fometimes none. But ftiil | was convinced 
the way of duty was the only way of fafety. 

The work of God now greatly increafed among us. 
And indeed the change which God wrought upon me, 
gave a great alarm, not only in our company, but 
through the whole regiment. My cear companion and 
I began to reprove finners, to invite them to.hear the 
preaching, and to exhort as many as would hear, to 
turn to God and.flee from the wrath to come. And it 
pleafed God to blefs our weak endeavours, fo that be- 
fore the end of the campaign we had ten in the regi- 
ment I was in, who were clofely united together, and 
were joined in fuch love for one another, that we had, 
in effect, all things in common. And thanks be to God, 


the flame fpread through all the camp, fo that we had 


a large number of hearers. And more and more were 
continually added to the fociety. I ftill went on my 
way forrowing, but bringing forth fruits meet for re- 


| pentance. When the camp broke up, we marched 


for winter quarters, part to Ghent and part to Bruges. 
twas afraid we fhould be left without a preacher ; but 
God took care of this alfo. For as the army was di- 
vided, fo were the preachers. Fobn Haim. and Fohn 
Buse lay at Bruges ; and William Clements at Ghent, 
‘where our regiment was. I rejoiced much at hearing 
Leahis: although it could not take away the load of guilt 
which pr efled down my foul. 
As foon as our regiment was fettled at Ghent, we 
hired two rooms: one for the preaching, and one for 
‘private meetings; for, when off duty, we met twice 
aday. Here my ‘foupws increafed. It was f{trongly 
furgelted to me, that my day of grace was paft, that 
I had finned the unpardonable fin, and it figniried no- 
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thing to ftrive any longer. O what diftrefs my poor 
foul was in! I thought the very ftones in the ftreet, and 
the timber in the wall cried out againft me for my 
enormous wickednefs. 1 felt that truth, The /pirit of 
a man will fuftain his infirmities ; but a wounded Spirit 
who can bear? 

I told all my troubles to my dear companion, who 
truly fympathized with me; but told me, I fhould not 
be thus long; for the time of my deliverance was at 
hand. 

Yet I went on in the fame ftate, having little hope 
of mercy, till one day I was ordered on duty, at one 
of the out-pofts. I was in deep diftrefs, which my 
companion obferved, and when he parted from me, 
faid, “I hope you will have better news to tell me, 
when you fee me again.”” When I came to the guard- 
houfe, I longed to be alone, that I might pour out my 
foul before God. I thought myfelf the moft miferable 
creature on earth, far beneath the brute and inanimate 
creatures: all of which anfwered the end of their crea- 
tion, which I have never done! From twelve at night 
till two, it was my turn to ftand fentinel at a dangerous 
poft. 1 had a fellow-fentinel ; but I defired him ta go 
away, which he willingly did. As foan as I was alone, 
{ kneeled down, and determined not to rife, but to 
continue crying and wreftling with God, till he had 
mercy on me. How long I was in that agony I cannot 
tell: but as I looked up ‘to heaven, I faw the clouds 
open exceedingly bright, and I faw Jefus hanging on the 
crofs. At the fame moment thefe words were applied 
to my heart, ** Thy fins are forgiven thee,”’ My chains 
fell off; my heart was free. All guilt was gone, and 
my foul was filled with unutterable peage. I loved 
God and all mankind, and the fear of death and hell 
was vanifhed away. I was filled with wonder and 
aftonifhment. I then clofed my eyes: but the impref 
fion was ftill the fame. And for about ten weeks, 
while I was awake, let me be where 1 would, the Laine 
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nee | appearance was ftill before my eyes, and the fame im- 
preffion upon my heart, ‘‘ Thy fins are forgiven thee.” 
The corporal came at two o’clock to relieve the fen- 
tries; but I could not think the time was half gone. 
When I came into the guard-houfe, I was full of mat- 
ter, and longed to tell what God had done for my foul. 
But I did not dare to caft pearls before fwine. 1 long-~ 
ed for my dear companion, that we might rejoice toge- 
ther. As foon as the time for relieving the guard 
came, I haftened to the room where I lay. As I was 
going, my companion was looking for me: and before 
I could fpeak, faid, “I know God has fet your foul at 
liberty ; 1 fee it in your countenance.” I then told 
him all, and after we had taken fome refrefhment, we 
went to our little company, and concluded the day in 
prayer and praife, magnifying God for all his mighty 
works, . 


[To be continued. ] 

























A Narrative of the Death of the Hon. Fr. N 
Son to the late ———. 
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[Continued from page 37. } 


FE, now f{pcke with fo deep a concern, the tears all 

the while trickling down his cheeks, that no one 

the room could forbear weeping ; which he perceiv- 
» ing, faid, * And can ye weep at the bare relation of 
© = theeffects of God’s wrath? What then do | fuffer, 
> wwho actually lie under the very weight of his fury? 
| Refrain your tears for me; it is in vain; pity is no 
debt to me. Nothing is fo proper for me as fome curfe 
to*complete my mifery, and free me from the torment . 
of expectation.” Here he paufed a little, then look- 
ing toward the fire, he faid, “ O that I was to broil . 
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upon that fire a hundred thoufand years, to purchafe 
the favour of God, and be reconciled to him again! 
But it is a fruitlefs wifh! Millions of millions of years 
will bring me no nearer to the end of my tortures than 
one poor “hour! O eternity! eternity! Who can pro- 
perly paraphrafe on thofe words, for ever and ever !”* 

It now began to grow late, fo I took my leave of 
him for that night, promifing to come again the next 
day, when I found his mind in the fame condition ; 
but his body much weakened. There were with him 
three or four divines, who had been at prayer, which 
they told me had the fame unealy effect upon him as 
before. One of them reminded him, that St. Peter 
denied his Mafter with oaths and curfes, and was yet 
received again into his favour. He replied, “ It is true, 
St. Peter did deny his Matter as I have done, but what 
then? His Matter prayed for him, that his faith fhould 
not fail, and accordingly he looked him into repent- 
ance, and aflifted him by his Spirit to perfect it, Now 
if he would affift me to repent, I fhould do fo too; but 
he has juftly withdrawn his interceflions from me. *1 
have fo often grieved the holy Spirit, that God has 
taken him away from me, and ia the room thereof, 
has left me the {pirit of impenitence and reprobation.” 

The night being far worn, we all took our leaves, 
withing him good reft, and a happier condition the 
next day ; to whichrhe teplied, * Gentlemen, I thank 
you, but my happinels is at an end, and as for my reft» 
to-night, all the eafe 1 expect, will be in withing for 
the day, as in the day-time I with for the night. ‘Phus, ; 
I {pend the little remainder of my miférable moments, | 
in a fearful expectation of my diflolution, and the aces’ 
count | muft make upon it. But, gentlemen,, a good » 
night to you, and remember me to confirm you im the: 
religion 1 have difowned, that you may ftand 
cautioufly by my folly, and fecure the happinefs I have. 
forfeited.” 

The next day came feveral of his friends out of the 
country, having had an account of his circumfances. 
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One of them told him, that he and feyeral more of 
his relations came to town on purpofe to fee him, and 
were forry to find him in fo weak a condition (for now 
he was nothing but fkin and bone, the agonies he lay 
under, doing the work of the quickeft confumption.) 
He anfwered, “1am obliged in common civility to 
thank you all: but who are my relations ? Our Saviour 
faid that fuch only as did the will of his heavenly fa- 
ther were his relations : I may properly fay that none 
but the atheift, the reprobate, and all fuch as do the 
work"of the devil, are my relations. This little tie of 
flefh and blood will diffolve in a moment, but the rela- 
tion I have to the’ damned is permanent. The fame 
lot, the fame place of torment, the fame exercifes of 
blafphemy, and the fame eternity of horror, will be 
common to us all. So that fimilitude of torments, 
place, and duration, will join us in a very ftrict u- 


His friends, who had only heard he was diftraéted, 
hearing him deliver himfelf in fuch terms, were amaz- 
ed, and began to inquire of fome of us, what made 
him talk at fuch a rate. He, hearing them whifpering 
together, and imagining the caufe, called them all to 
him, and faid,—‘* You imagine me melancholy or 

*@iftraéted ; I with I were either, but it is part J my 
judgment that I am not. No, my apprehenfion of per- 
fons and things is rather more quick and vigorous than 
it was when | was in perfect health, and it is my curife; 
isbecaute lam thereby more fenfible of the condition I 
cam fallen into. Would you be informed why I am be- 
“eome a fkeleton, in three or four days? Know then, 

“}have defpifed my Maker, and denied my Redeemer : 
4 have joined myi{clf to the atheift and profane, and 
Meontinued this courfe under many convictions, tll my 
‘iftiquity was ripe for vc cneeances and the juft judgment 

‘ef God overtock me, when my fecurity was the great- 
eft, and the checks of my confcience the leaft. Since 
{i have denied that In!vation which cometh by Ghrift 

Jefus, there is no other Mediator or Interceflom-for 
:. 








THE SECOND SPIRA. 71 


finners. If there be, who is he, that can redeem my 
foul from hell, or give a ranfom for my life? No, no, 
if we fin wilfully, after we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remains no more facrifice for 
fin, but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation, which fhall confume the adverfary. There 
remains no more facrifice for fin! That is the wound 
that pierces my foul! Chrift Jefus was the only expia- 
tory facrifice God would accept. I not accepting, I 
would fay, I defpifing this, there now remains no other 
for me to accept of—no other to make an atonement 
and fatisfaction for me. There is no other name under 
heaven given, but the name of jelus, whereby we may be 
faved. And it is this Fe/us, whom I have reproached, 
ridiculed, and abufed in his members, nay, to whom 
I have induced others to do the fame. I know not what 
fome divines mean, who fay, He that defires to repent, 
in fome meafure docs it. 1 experience the contrary. A 
fruitlefs with, that comes not to act, is no more than 
a conviction, which fhall lay fuch perfons under great- 
er damnation. You would have me fupplicate that mer- 
cy | have abufed? Alas! that I have no hopes but what 
depend upon abufed mercy! Buf why faid I hopes? 1 
have no hopes! My hopes are fruftrated, my expecta- 
tions are cut off; and what remains behind? Why I 
am bid to hope and believe! O! what mockery is this 
upon me! Yo find me in mifery, and bid me be happy, 
without affording me any power of being fo! But I am 
fpeat, and can complain no more; would to God, the 
caufe of my complainings would ceafe! The caufe of 
my complainings! This renews my grief, and fum- 
monfes up the litile {trength I have left, to complain: 
again. Like an extinguifhing flame, that re-colleétsjat 
once all its elementary matter, for one great blaze Be- 
fore it expires. It is juft fo with me: but whither aan 
I eaing ?” As he faid this he fainted away, anddayin 
a fwooa for a coniiderable time; but by the help, of 
fome fpirits, we brought him to himfelf again: as foon 

lene apened his eyes, he faid, “°O crucly unkind 
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friends! To awaken me from a dream in which I had 
a ceffation from my tortures.” This he fpoke with fo 
lively a concern, that no one of his relations could re- 
frain from tears. ‘ You weep, faid he, but your very 
tears come too late; was I like another perfon that 
goes out of the world, it would be one of my greateft 
troubles to fee you weep; or at leaft, it would add 
much to my pains. For he muft be unnatural and 
fenfelefs, that would not be troubled at the affliction of 
others, efpecially his friends and relations. But the 
cafe is otherwife with me: my cup is full, and runs 
over already : the bitternefs of my foul is as great as 
it poflibly can be in this world, and my heart is full of 
horror and anguifh. No grief can add to mine, being 
already fo great that it is incapable of receiving more. 
Perhaps this may feem a paradox to you at firft; bua 
what think you of time and eternity? Can one add an 
hour to eternity, which comprehends and fwallows up 
all time? Can one add any thing to the wrath of God, 
which includes the fury of devils and men, this being 
dependant on that? And can any one add to my grief 
and torture, who am fallen into the hands of the liv- 
God? No, no, referve your tears for your fins, 
and caft.them not away upon one, who is neither the 
better nor the worfe for them.” 

You may eafily imagine what impreffions this would 
make upon the fpirits of his friends. However, in the 
midft of their grief and amazement, they had the pru- 
dence to think of the reputation of their family, and 
to provide for as much fecrecy as poflible. They, there- 
fore, conveyed him b night to other lodgings: but 
lie was grown fo weak, that he fainted away feveral 
tities in the chair. They got him into his chamber, 
and to bed, as foon as they could. After a little reft 
he yet found ftrength to exprefs himfelf thus: “ I am 
not concerned to inquire whither you have brought 
me, or your reafons for fo doing. It had been fome- 
thing, had you changed my flate with my lodgings :. 
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but my torments are rather greater than before. For 
I fee that difmal hour juft at hand, when I muft bid 
vou all a fad farewell.” 


[To be continued. } 
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rHOUGHTS on rus WRITINGS 
OF 
BARON SWEDENBORG. 
By the Rev. Fohn Wefley. 


Was born, faysx the baron, in the year 1689. 

My father, Jafper Swedenborg, was bifhop of 
Weftragothia. King Charles the Twelfth appointed 
me Affeffor in the Metallic College, in which office I 
continued till the year 1747, when I quitted the office, 
to give myfelf wholly to the new function, which the 
Lord had called me to. In 1719, I was ennobled by 
Queen Ulrica Eleonora, and named Swe edenborg. I 
ama Fellow of the Royal Academy of Sciences, at 
Stockholm. In the year 1734, I publifhed the Regnum 
Minerale, in three volumes ‘his: and in 1738, I took a 
journey into Italy, and ftayed a year at Venice and Rome, 

“In the year 1743, the Lord was pleafed to manifeft 
himfelf to me, in a perfonal appearance, to open in me 
a fight of the fpiritual world, and to enable me to con- 
verfe with fpirits and angels: and this privilege | have 
enjoyed ever fince. From that time I began to publiff 
various unknown Arcana, that have been either feet 
by me, or revealed to me, concerning God, the fpiri- 
tual fenfe of feripture, the ftate of man ates death 
heaven and hell, and many important ree a: This 
is dated; “ London, 1769.” | think he lived nine of 
ten years longer. 
: ; ix 
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2. Many years ago the baron came over to England, 
and lodged at one Mr. Brockmer’s: who informed me 
(and the fame information was given me by Mr. Ma- 
thefius, a very ferious Swedith clergy man, both of whom 
were alive when I left London, and, I fuppofe, are fo 
ftill) that while he was in his "houfe he had a violent 
fever; in the height of which, being totally delirious, 
he broke from Mr. Brockmer, ran into the ftreet ftark 
naked, proclaimed himfelf the Mefliah, and_ rolled 
himfelf in the mire. I fuppofe he dates from this time 
his admiflion into the fociety of angels. From this 
time we are undoubtedly to date that peculiar {pecies 
of infanity which attended him, with fearce any inter- 
miffion, to the day of his death. 

3 In all hiltory I find but one inftance of an infani- 
ty parallel to this: I mean, that related by the Ro- 
man poet, of the gentleman at. Argos, in other relpects 
a fenfible man: 


Dui fe tredebat miros audire tragedos, 


Jn vacuo letus feffor plauforeg ; theatro. 


Who imagined himfelf to hear admirable tragedies, 
and undoubtedly faw as well as heard the actors, while 
he was fitting alone, and clapping them in the empty 
theatre. This feems to have been.a purely natural dif- 
order, although not eafy to account for. Whether any 
thing prete natural was added in the cafe of the baron, 
I do not undertake to determine. 

4. The accounts of thofe “ admirable tragedies 
which he has publifhed, take up many quarto volumes. 
I have read little more of them than what we have in 
Englith, except his inimitable piece, * De nuptiis cale/- 
tihus ; of the marriages in heaven.”’ ‘Yo the reading 
of this | acknowledge | was mvited by the newnefs of 
the fubject. And | cannot doubt, but the fame cireum- 
ftance (though they were not fenfibie of it) contributed 
much to the pleafure, which thofe pious men, Mr. C7. 
Mr. Ha. and Mr. C/—s have received from his writings. 
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The fame pleafure they naturally defired to impart to 
their countrymen, by tranilating, publithing, recom- 
mending, and propagating them with their might. 
They doubtlefs found an additional pleafure from the 
huge admiration wherewith many received them. And 
I fhould not wonder if fome of thefe fhould be adopt- 
ed into the fociety of angels, juft as the baron himftelf 
was: nay, I cannot but ap prehend, that they have 
already attained to a degree of the fame illumination. 

5- Defiring to be thoroughly matter of the fubject, b 
procured the tranflation of the firft volume, of his laft 
and largeft theological work, entitled, “ True Chriftian 
Religion.” (The original the baron himfell prefented 
me with, a little before he died.) I took an extraét 
thereof from the beginning to the end, that 1 might 
be able to form a more accurate judgment. And one 
may trace through the whole, remains of a fine genius, 
6 Majettic, though i in ruins!” From the whole, ! ree 
mark, that what Mr. Law oddly imputes to Sir I/eae 
Newton, is truly imputable to the baron. He plough- 
ed with Jacob Behmen’s heifer,”’ and that both in phi- 
lofophy and divinity. But he far exceeded his matter 


vis dreams are more extraordinary than thofe of jncolll 
imfelf. 


6. Nothing can be more extraordinary than his man 
ner of expounding the holy fcriptures: a fpecinien of 
which he has given in his Expofition of the Decalogue 
in which he undertakes to {hew, not only the literal 
and fpiritual, but even the ceieltial meaning of each 
commandment. For example : 

*¢ By the fourth commandment, in the fpiritual fenfé 
is meant, the regeneration and reformation of maf t 
The work of regeneration is fucceflive. (This is bot 
rowed from Jacob Belimen). Anfwering in its feveral 
ftazes to man’s conception, formation in the womb, 
his birth, and his education, ‘The firtt ec? of the new 
birth is reformation ; the /ccond act of it is regenerati- 
on.” “That is, in plain Enclith, The fecond att of 
the new birth is the new birth! 
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“In a {piritual fenfe, by honouring father and mether, 
is meant, revering and loving God and the church! 
In a celeftial fenfe, by father, is meant God; by mo- 
ther, the communion of faints.’’ 

*¢ The celeftial meaning of the fixth commandment 

, Thou fhalt not hate God.” 

"es Committing adultery, in a fpiritual fenfe, is adulter- 
ating the word of God.’ 

*¢ Stealing, in the celeftial fenfe, is the taking away 
divine power from the Lord.” 

7. I will oblige the reader with a.few more of his 
extraordinary expofitions. 

“In icripture, by a garden, a grove, woods, are 
meant wildom, intelligence, {fcience ; by the olive, the 
vine, the cedar, the poplar, and the oak, are meant 
the good and truth of the church, under the different 
characters of celeftial, {piritual, rationnl: natural, and 
fentual. By a lamb, an ox, a fheep, a calf, a goat, 
are meant innocence, charity, and natural affection. 
By Egypt, is fignified what is fcientific ; by Afhur, what 
is rational; by Edom, what is natural; by Moab, the 
dulteration of good ; by Ammon, the adulteration of 
uth. By Jacob is meant the dharch natural, by Lrael 
the church {piritual, and by Judah the church celef- 
tial.” 

Can any perfon of common underftanding defend 
any of thefe expofitions? Are they not fo utterly ab- 
furd, fo far removed from all fhadow of reafon, that 
inftead of pronouncing them the dictates of the Holy 
Ghoft, we cannot but judge them to be whims of a 
diftempered imagination? A thoufand morxe, equally 
abfurd, are to be found in all his writings. But I be- 
heve thefe are abundantly fufficient to fhew the man. 






[To be continued. | 
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An Extra& from Mr. Vincent’s Account of the Prague 
in London. 


T was generally obferved, that God’s people who di- 
ed by “the plague, among the reflt, died with fuch 
peace and comfort, as chrillians do not ordinarily ar- 
rive to, except when they are called to fuffer martyr- 
dom. Some who had been full of doubts, and fears, 
and complaints, whilft they were well, were filled with 
affurance, and comfort, and praile, and joyint expect- 
ation of glory, when they lay on their death-beds. 
And not only more grown chri(tians had thefe comforts, 
but alfo fome younger chriftians of no long flandi ing. 

{ can {peak. fomething, of my own knowlede ge, con- 
cerning fome of my friends: | fhall inflance only in the 
houfe where I lived. We were eight in family, three 
men, three youths, an old woman, and a maid; all 
which came to me, hearing of my {tay in town, fome 
to accompany me, others to help me. It was the latter 
end of September before any of us were touched; the 
young ones were not idle, but improved their time in 
praying and hearing, and were ready to receive inftrue 
tion, and were {trangely borne up againit the fears 
death, every day familiar to their view. But at laft the 
plague. came in dreadfully upon us; the cup was put in- 
to our hand to drink, after a neighbour-family had taft- 


“ed it, with whom we had {weet fociety in this ime of 


forrow. And firit our maid was finittea; it began with 
a thivering i in her fieth, and quickly feized on her fpi- 
rits; it was a fad day, which I believe I fhall never 
forget: | had. been abroad to fee a friend in the citys 

whofe hufband was newly dead of th e plague, a and { he 


marie wifaed with it; | came back to { ee another, u hoté 

r ap- 
preven inks that he thould die within afew : urs: I 
came home, and the maid was on ber death-bed, and 
another crying out for help, being feit alone. What 
was an interell in Chrift worth then? What a privile 
to havea title to the kingdom of heaven? 


~*~ 
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It was on Monday the maid was {mitten ; on Thurf- 
day fhe died: on Friday one of the youths had a {wel- 
ling in his groin; and on the Lord’s-day died with the 
marks of the diftemper upon him: on the fame day a- 
nother youth fickened, and on Wednefday he died: on 
‘Vhurfday night his matter fell fick of the difeafe, and 
within a day or two‘ was full of {pots, but ftrangely, 
beyond ail expectation, recovered. Thus the meflengers 
came, one upon the heels of another, in fuch a dread- 
ful manner, as if we muit all follow cach other into 
the pit. Yet the Lord, in mercy, put a {top to it, and 
the reft were preferved. But what was very remarka- 
ble, thofe who died were lefs troubled themielves, than 
others were troubled for them. The firft youth that 
was vifited, being afked what provifion he had made 
for eternity, faid, he hoped if he died, he fhould go to 
heaven ; and when he was drawing near his end, bold- 
ly inquired whether the tokens yet appeared, faying, 
he was ready for them. The other, being under fe- 
veuteen, lay fo unconcerned at the thoughts of approach- 
ing death, that I marvelled to fee it; the fting and fear 
of death was taken out: yet once he told his mother 

a: could defire to live a little longer, if it were the 
ill of God: fhe afked him why he defired it? He 
faid, I defire to live till fire and faggot comes. She 
faid, if he died now, he fhould have a crown ; he an- 
fwered, but if I died a martyr, I fhould have a more 
glorious crown; yet he was not unwilling to receive 
his crown prefently ; and he went away with great 
peace and fweetnefs in his looks, to his Father’s houfe. 

I might fpeak of the carriage of the mafter, under 
the apprehenfions of death; when the fpots appeared, 
he fent for me, and defired me to pray with him; told 
me he was now going home, defired me to write to 
his friends, and let them know, That it did not repent 
him of his ftay in the city, though they had been fo 
importunate with him to come away; for he had found 
fo much of God’s prefence in his abode here, that he 
had no reafon to repent: he told me where he would 
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be buried, and defired me to preach his funeral fer- 
mon on Pfal. xvi. 11, “¢ In thy prefence is fulnefs of 
joy, and at thy right-hand there are pleafures for ever- 
more.” 

The plague, at this time, increafed exceedingly, and 
there were fears that within a while there would not be 
enough alive to bury the dead. 

Thofe minifters (formerly put out of their places, 
and who abode in the city, when moft of the other mi- 
nifters were fled) feeing ‘the people crowd fo faft into 
eternity, crying as they went, for {piritual phyficians ; 
and perceiving the churches and pulpits to be open; 
judged that the law both of God and of nature now 
commanded their preaching in public places, though 
the law of men forbade them. 

Accordingly they embraced the opportunity, and 
every fermon was unto them, as if they were preaching 
their laft. For Time feemed now to ftand at the head of 

each pulpit, with his feythe, faying, with a hoarfe 
voice, ** Work while it is called to-day ; at night I will 
mow ‘thee down.’ And Death feemed to ftand at the 
fide of the pulpit, with his fharp arrows, faying, “ Do 
thou fhoot God’s arrows, and I will fhoot mine.” 

Minifters now had loud calls to ferioufnefs and fer- : 
vour in their minifterial work ; to preach on the brink : 
of the pit, into which thoufands were tumbling ; and 
to pray under fuch views of eternity, as might ftir up _ 
the people to more than ordinary diligence. 

Now there was fuch a concourfe of people in all 
churches where minifters were to be found, that often 
they could not get to the pulpit, without climbing over 
the pews: and fuch a face was nov feen in the afiem- 
blies, as feldom was feen before in London; fuch 
eager looks, fuch open ears, fuch greedy attention, as 
if they would fwallow every word. 

If vou ever faw a drowning man catch at a rop 
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you may gues how eagerly many people caucht at nine 
wor d, when they were ‘ready to be overwhelined by this 
overflowing feourge ; ; when death was knox king at im 
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many doors, and God was crying aloud by his judg- 
ments; and minifters were lifting up their voice like a 
trumpet; then, then the people began to open their 
ears and hearts, which were fa{t fhut and barred before. 
How did they then hearken, as if every fermon was 
their laft, as if death ftood at the church door, to feize 
upon them {fo foon as they came forth, as if the arrows 
which flew fo thick would {trike them, before they could 
get to their houtes, as if they were jmumediatchy to ap- 
pear before the bar of that God, who by his minifters 
was now fpeaking unto them? Great were the imprefii- 
ons which the word made upon many hearts. When fin 
is ript up and reproved, O the tears that flide down from 
the eyes! When the judgments of God are denounced, 
O the tremblings which are upon the confcience! W hen 


‘the Lord Jefus Chrift is made known, O what defire 


for him! When the riches of the gofpel are difplayed, 
O the fweet flames which are in the affections! Now 
the net was caft, and much fifh were taken; the pool 
was moved by the angel, and many fin-fick fouls were 
cured ; many were brought to the birth, and I hope 
ot a few br ought forth. Upon the whole, there was 
a ftrange moving upon the hearts of multitudes ; and 
many were brought over unto Jefus Chrift; whereot 
fome died with areat willingnefs; and others remain 
itediait in God’s ways unto this very day. 


cee >» ——— 


A Narrative f the Cure of Susannan ARCH. 


, Cxanaae Arch, do folemnly deelare, in the fear of 

God, that my diftemper began about four years a- 
ro, with dn extrac rdinary itching and feurf on my head, 
and afterwards it fpread over my y body. This continued 
about three years before I advifed with any phyfician to 
know what it was; and thén my hitband died ; whofe 
death was attesided with many agefavating drewnitan- 
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ces, occafioning much forrow and grief: all which con- 
duced to increafe my diftemper. Under my great dif- 
trefs of body and mind I was la: nenting myilelf, faying, 
What a ap diftrefled widow! a poor ‘atllicted widow ! 
Then the Lord was pleafed to give me in that {cripture 
‘Romans vili. 22, = that {pared not bis rwn Son, but gave 
him up for us all, bow fhall be not with him freely give us 
ail things ? This [ took as a bond from the Lord, 
wherein he was gracioufly pleafed to bind himfelf to 
fupply all my neceilities.: Immediately after my huf- 
band’s burial, being left in a poor and defolate condi- 
tion, that {eripture came to my mind, Job i. 21, Naked 
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked fhall I return 
again. The Lord hath given and the Lord hath taken 
away, and bleffed be the name of the Lord. 

After thefe troubles, my diftemper much inereafed: 
then Ladvifed with Mr. Forty, an apothecary, who told 
me my diftemper was a leprofy. 1 afked him whether 
it was curable: he told me it was not curable. ‘Then 
I was advifed by his wife, to go to one Mrs. Grifin, 
who was noted for curing feald heads, who perfuaded 


me to go to the hofpital, but | found a great reluctancy, 


thereto, haying a perfuation, from the time Mr. for 

told me it ‘was incurable; that }Jefus Chrift would cure 
it. Neverthelefss confidering that pafiage of the woman 
that had the bloody iflue, that though the fpent all.on 
phyficians, yet this did not hinder her being cured by 
Chrift when the came to him ; I concluded my going 
o the hofpital might “hot Hinder Chrift’s curing me: 
thereupon I was fati fied to go; and when I prefented 
myfelf \to the phyfician anddfurgec they told me it 
was a leprofy, and afked me what I defired of them ? 
Ltald them I defired to be an,ourpatient, on which 
they prelcribed. me fome medicines, but I had no faith 
in-them, fo 1 took, but one dofe, and threw the ref 
away, looking to a h ghar hand for iny.cure. However, 
L went ,afecond time, and then they, .who gave out the 
medicines. fecjag my ciltemper, told me ft was ip vain 
to fpend.my time in attending any Sgrther on them, for 
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it was a leprofy, and could not be cured. Not long af- 
ter this, I was fent by a friend of mine, on her own 
account, to Dr. Bourne, and I took that opportunity to 
fhew him my diftemper : : and when he fawit, he lifted 
up his hands, faying, Good Lord have mercy upon 
thee! Itisa leproly. He likewife told me, there might 
be fomething given to curb it (but not to cure it) if I 
had wherewithal to defray the charge. 1 told him I 
was a poor widow, and fo concerned myfelf no more 
with him. 1 went away from him full of comfort, hav- 
ing this perfuafion, that Jefus Chrift would be my 
phyfician. 

After this, I was fent by the fame friend to Dr. Clarke, 
who knowing me, fympathized with me, faving, Alas, 
poor woman, it is a leprofy! I afked him whether it 
could be cured: he told me, fomething might be given 
to check it, but not to cureit ; and that if I would go 
to Mr. Hume’s, the apothecary, he would give directi- 
ons to him, and he would do what he could for me. 
But having no hopes of cure from any human means, 
I concerned myfelf no further about it. 

After this, another friend and neighbour being fick, 

efired me to go to Dr. Nicholls for. her; and after I 
had difcourfed with hiin concerning my friend, I afk- 
ed him what he thought of my diftemper? He faid, 
Alas! poor wiieiaa, how came you by this? I afked 
him what the diftemper was. And he likewife told me, 
as the others had done, that is was a leprofy, and in- 
curable. 

Yet all along my faith was fixed on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift: it was on him | refolved to re y, who in the 
days of his fleth, cured all difeafes and ficknefles among 
the people; and I was confident that he had the fame 
ower now he was glerified, as he had in the days of 
his humiliation. 


Upon the laft day of May, 1694, at night, when | 
was afleep i in my bed, I was pleading with God in thofe 
words of the*P fal mitt, I will cry untaGod moft hich, un- 
to him that performeth all things for me, Pial. lvu. 2, 


‘ 
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And I thought I faw a man ftanding by me, and laying 
his hand on me, faying / will: be thou mrad | mF dy 
ed, Lord, if ree faye/t the word it is done. ‘Vo which I 
received this reply, A// things are poffible to him that be- 
lieveth. | anfwered, Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief. 
‘To which it was anfwered, He that believes, is whole 
every whit (the hand being all the while upon my 
hand) thereupon I awaked, and perceived it was a 
dream. From that time (though I grew worfe and 
worfe) I was ftrongly perfuaded I fhould be made 
whole. . 

And whereas I had been afflicted with a phthyfical 
complaint for many years, wherewith I was laid up 
every winter ; In November lait it pleafed the Lord to 
remove .that diftemper, without any human means. 
And this was to me a token that God would likewife 
cure me of my leprofy. Soon after this, hearing peo- 
ple talk of a miraculous cure of one that was lame, j 
afked one that fat by me concerning it. She told me, 
a maid that had been lame feventeen years was miracu- 
foufly cured. I told her, 1 was waiting at the pool, be- 
lieving that I fhould be made whole. From that time 
my heart was drawn out to wreltle more earneftly withi® 
God, crying out, Lord! why not 1? why not f, a poor leper? 

In December. my diftemper growing worle and worfe, 
both on my head and bo dy, I met with fome inward 
ilrugglings, but was helped to fay, in the words of Job, 
I know, O Lord, that thou canft do every thing. 

On the 26th of Decemb< T; I went to bed ; at night as 
bad as ever I was; and in the night had grievous 
temptations from the adverfary, w ho told me I had no 
fuith's 2 ad that if I had faith | ‘might be healed: but I 
perceived this was to beat me off froin my confidence 
in God. Then I was helped to look back to former ex- 
perience, and remembered that about thirty years ago, 
when I was under great dittrefs about the ftate of my 
foul, I was enabled to cat on the Lord Jefus Chriit. 
And from. that confideration many times fince, when 
1 have been in great diltrefs, with refpect to my out- 
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ward condition, I have been enabled to caft my bodily 
concerns upon him. I cried out, Lord, I have caft my 
foul and body upen thee, and now I am refolved to 
caft all my difeafes upon thee. Then I pleaded with 
God, faying, Lord if I have true faith; if I have an 
intereft in Chrift, take away this diftemper before I die. 
I then lay quiet, with a compoted mind till morning. 
Next day I found a marvellous alteration, being much 
better, and more cheerful, which was diftterned by a 
friend of mine, who faid, fhe perceived I was much better, 

The next night, as Twas in bed, I put my hand to 


my head, firft on one fide, and then on the other, and 


felt {kin on both fides of Ms which at ie was furpril- 
ing to me. Then I faid, Lord Tofu! haft thou begun? 
thou wilt cary it on. When I aroje in the morring, and 
took off my head clothes, I found the feurf was gone 
from off my head, there only remaining a little fcurf 
like a cap on the crown of my head, which was eafily 
taken off with a comb: and then appeared firm fkin 
ali over my head. At the fame time my diftemper, 
which was fpread over my whole body from head to 
foot, even to my very toes, was taken away. And 


ehetcas I had neither fkin nor hair on my head be- 


fore, my hair is now grown to the admiration of 
them that behold it. And to this day, through the 
Lord’s goodnefs, 1 remain free both from the leprofy 
and phthylic. 

Jan. 16, 1694-5. SUSANNAH ARCH, 


SOME of us whofe names are fubfcribed, have had 

ertain knowlede ¢ of Sufannah Arch’s diftempers, and al- 
fo of her cure: ‘and we are all fully fatisfied in the truth of 
what is gontained in this Narrative. 


William Kiffin, John Piggott, 
William Collins, Benjamin Dennis, 
Robert Stead, William Draycot, 


Richard Adams, Robert Bartleit. 
Edward Man, 
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The Certificate of Charles Nicholls, Doéler of Phyfic. 


ON the 29th of September yr lait, Sufannah Arch 
coming to me on the behalf of another woman, defired 
me to tell her what her own diftemper was! I gave it, as 
my opinion, that it was a leprofy, and could not per- 
fectly be cured, but fomething might be given to check 
it, or keep it under. Furthermore, { coming this dey 
into Southwark, faw this woman was cured of her © d 


diftemper; and I do verily believe it was done bye 
immediate hand of God, as th e efleét of her fai I 
muft fay that I ftand in adm niration in beboldi 48 
woman cured, In witnels of all which 1 let my haud 


this 18th day of January, 1694-5. 
CHaaces N:cHonts. 
The Certificate of Mr. Thomas Forty, Apsiiecary. 


{ underftand I was the firft perfon that Sufannah Arch 
came to inquire of about her diftemper, as fhe declared: 
and I do teftify, in the fear of God, that I did and do be- 
lieve fhe had a leprofy ; and I have feen her feveral times 
fince fhe was c: ‘reds and by my conferring with her and 
others, 1 do declare, that I verily believe fhe is perfeé- 
ly cured; and that it was not done by any sagt means, 
but by the immediate hand and power of Jefus Chrift, as 
the effect of her faith. In witnefs of which I fet my hand 
this 18th day of January, 1694-5. 

Tuomas Forty. 


The Teftimony of Mr. Robert Hume, Apothecary. 
¢ 4 é 


I, Robert Hume, do declare, in the fear of the all-fee- 
ing, heart- fearchine God, concerning Sufannah Arch, 
winias I have known for feveral years, as followeth, 
viz. 

1. She was to my know ledge, orievoull¥ afflided 
with an afthma: yea, | have feen her fearge able to go 
along the ftreet {9 falt as a child of two vears old. When 
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her hufband was ill of the ficknefs whereof he died, if 
fhe went but acrofs the chamber, fhe would pant like 
one almoft expiring, infomuch that I thought fhe was 
more likely to die than he; and {fo the commonly was 
in the winter. 

2. One day fhe came to me (which I think was a- 
bout July laft) and fhewed me her head, faying, Sir, 
can you tell me what I have got here? I aniwered, It 
is a leprofy. Ay, faid the, fo every body tells me; ‘for 
I have been at the hofpitals, and they all fay fo of it, 

and tell me there is no cure for it. 

Now as to thefe matters I do further declare, Firft, 
As to her afthma: I could net but admire when I was 
with her a little after fhe was cured of the leprofy, and 
faw how dhe went along the ftreet, and up a pair of 
ftairs, and that in frofty weather, without puffing and 
blowing, as fhe was ufed to do. I did take parti- 
cular notice how fhe could fpeak without fetching her 
breath, longer than a great many that never were afflict- 
ed with any fuch indifpofition. 

Secondly, As for the leprofy : it was no tefs wonder 
to me, that when I came to look upen that hich for- 
merly was as leprous as {now, | found now Was become 
as the flefh of a young child. I do verily believe the is 
wholly cured of it, there being all the fymptons of 
foundnels, and the hair does grow apace. Let any 
doubtful, make what fearch they will, I ara not afraid 
of being found in a miftake in this matter. To the 
truth of this atteftation, I have hereunto fet my hand 
this 12th day of February, 1694-5. 


Rosert Hume. 


G6pt) 


A Sermon preached by Mr. Donpv, of Dedham (com- 
monly called Old Dodd) to fome Students of Oxford, who 
met him on the road to London, and infified on his preach- 
ing to them there in an old hollow Tree, from the word 
MALT. Having remonftrated a while, to no purpofe, 
he got into'the hollow Tree, and faid, ‘ 




























Beloved, 


ET me crave your attention ; for I ama little man, 
come at a fhort warning, to preach a brief fer- 
mon, upon a fmall fubject, to a thin congregation, in 
an unworthy pulpit. 
And now, my beloved, my text is MALT, which I 
cannot divide into fentences, becaufe it is none: nor 
into words, becaufe (upon the whole matter) it is but 
a monofyllable: therefore I mutt, as neceflity enforces 
me, divide it into letters, which | find in my text to be 
thefe four only, M, A, L, T. 
M, my beloved, is Moral ; A, is Allegorical; L, is 
Literal; and T, is Theological. The Moral i is fet forth 
to teach ou drunkards ood manners: therefore, M, 
my Maftérs; A, all you; ; L, liften; T, to amy 
Text. The Alle. torical is, when one thing is fpoken, 
and another meant: now the thing fpoken of is, MALT, 
but the thing meant is “ne beer, wherein you drake ; 
ards make, M, Meat; A, Apparel ; L, Liberty (ieee 
‘l’reafure. The Literal is agcor ding to the Letters fs 
Much; A, Ale; L, Little; T, Thrift; Much Ale, 
Little Thrift. ‘The Theological, is according to the ef- 
feéts which it aoc which ] find in my Text to be of two 
kinds, ft, In this world. od, The world to comes 
In this world the cffects are, in fome M, Murder; in 
others, A, Adultery: in fome, L, Loofenefs of Li 
in others, T, Treafon. 2d, Inthe World to come; 
fome, M, Muery; im others..A, Anguith ; in fome, Ego 
Laneuithing ; in others, we ‘torment. W herefore, my 
firft Ufe fhall be Exhortation. M, my Matters; 4, all 
of you; L, Leave; ‘I, Tipling or ot, 24, By way 
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of commination, I fay, MI, my Mafters; A, all of you; 
L, look for; T, Torment. So much for this time and 
Text. Only by way of Caution, take this: a drunk- 
ard is, an Annoyance of Modefty: the Trouble 
Civility ; the Spoil of Wealth; the Deftruétion of Rea- 
fon’; the Brewer’s Agent; the Ale-wite’s» Benefactor ; 
the Beggar’s C ‘ompanion ; the Conftable’s Trouble; 
his Wife’s Woe ; : his Children’s Sorrow; his Neich- 
bour’s Scoff; his own Shame: a walking Swill- tub ; : 
the Picture of a Beaft ; and a Monfier of a Man. 


Say well and do well, end both with a letter; 


Say w ell is good, but do well is better. 


<< C2 > D> ——-— 


A Sermon preached by an old Minifier to three High- 
qwaymen. 


OUR pemmeme and an old minifter, riding along 

the road, met three highwaymen, w ho, difmounting, 
plundere d aaa the old minifter begged very hard to 
have alittle n ei ey, as he was going to pay a bill in Lon. 
don ; fo they, being generous fellow s, gave him all his 
money back again, on condition of igs pipeching them a 
fermon : fo taking them off the highway, he faid, 


“Gent! lemen, 


YOU-are the moft like the old apoftles of any men 
in the world, for they were wanderers upon the 
earth, and fo are you: they had neither lands nor te- 
nements that they.could call their*ewn; neither, as I 
prefume, have vou. They were det fpifed of all, but 
fhofe of their own profefiion, and fo, I believe! are 
yeu: they were unalierably Axed a in the principles fe 
profefed, andl gee | ‘wear fo are’ pe: : they were o 
ten hurried pte” ‘Caols and prifons ; were perfecuted b¥ 
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the people, and endured great hardfhips; all of which 
fufferings, I prefume, have been undergone by you: 

their profeflion brought them all to untimely deaths ; 

and, if you continue in your courfe, fo will yours bring 
you. But in this point, beloved, you differ mi, thtily ; 
for the apollles atc Dided from the tree into heav en, 
where, I am afraid, you will never come e; but as chess 
deaths were c ape nfated with eternal | gory yours will 
be rewarded with eternal fhame ore mifery, unlefs you 
inend your manners. 


———= 6 <2 


Letters. 


LETT ER. Iv. 
{From the RevaMr. Wefley, to Mr. Alexander Coats. ] 


Orley, July 7, 1761. 
My dear Brother, 


PATHE perfection I teach, is perfect love ; loving 
fi God with all the heart: receiving Chriit as pro- 
phet, prieft, and king, to reign alone over all our 


thoughts, words, and a¢ tions. The Papifts neither teach ~ 


nor believe this: give even the devil his due. They 
teach, there is no perfection here, which is not confift- 
ent with venia/ fins : and among venial fins, they com- 
monly reckon fimple fornication. Now I think this is 


fo far from the perfection I teach, that it dots not » 


come up to any but Mr. Rei/ly’s perfection. To fay, 

Chrift will not reizn alone in our hearts in this life; 

will not enable us to give him all our hearts: this, in 

my judgment, is making him a falf Saviour ; he can 

be no more, if he does aot quite fave us from our fins. 

pray then be not quite fg, peremptory. Who exalts 
M . 
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Chrift moft? thofe who call on him to be /¢/e monarch 
of the heart? or thofe who allow him only to /hare 

the power, and to govern mo/ of the thoughts and tem- 
pers ? Who honour him moft? thofe who believe he 
heals all our ficknefs, takes away a// our ungodlinels ¢ e 
or thofe who fay, he heals only the greater part of it, 

till death does what he cannot do? I know no creature 
(of us) who fays, “ Part of our falvation belongs to 
Chrift, and part to us.”” No: we all fay, Chrift alone 
faves us from ai/ fin: and your queftion i is not about 
the Author, but the meafure of falvation. Both agree 
it is all Chrif?: but is it all falvation, or only half fale 
vation, he will give 2? Who was Pelagius? By all I can 
pick up from ancient authors, I guefls he was both a 
wife and a holy man. But we know nothing but his 
name: for his writings are all deftroyed: not one line 
of them left. But, brother Co: its, this way of talking 
is highly offenfive. I advife you, 1. (If you are willing 
to labour with us) Preach no doctrine contrary to ours. 
1 have preached twenty years in fome of Mr. White- 
field’s focieties : yet to this day, I never contradicted 
him among his own people. I did not think it honetft : 

neither neceflary at all. I could preach falvation by 
faith, and leave all controverfy untouched. I advife 
you, 2. Avoid all thofe ftrong, rhetorical exclamati- 
ons, “ O horrid! O dreadful!” and the like; unlefs 
when you are ftrongly exhorting finners to renounce 
the devil and all his works. 3. Acquaint yourlelf bet- 
ter with the doctrine we preach, and you will find it 
not dreadful, but altogether lovely. 4. Obferve, that 
if forty perions think and peak wrong, either about 
juftification or fanctification (and perhaps fancy they 
ne attained both) this is no objection to the do@trines 
themielves. They muft bear theit own burthen. But 
this does not at all affe& the point in queftion. 5. Re- 
member, as fure as you are that “ Believers cannot 
fall from grace,” others (wile and holy men too) are 
equally fure, they can: and you are as much obi red 
to bear with them, as they are to bear with you. 6. 
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Abftain from all controverfy in public. Indeed, you 
have not a talent for it. You have an honeft heart, but 
not a clear head. Practical religion is your point. 
Therefore, 7. Keep to this, repentance toward God, 
faith in Chrilt, holinefs of heart and life, a growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Chrift, the continual 
need of his atoning blood, a conftant confidence in 
him, and all thefe, every moment to our life’s end. 
In none of thefe will any of our preachers contradict 
you, or you them. 

When you leave this plain path, and get into con- 
troverly, then they think you “ Invade the glories of 
our adorable King, and the unlpeakable right, and 
privileges, and comforts of his children ;” and can 
ihey then ** tamely hold their peace ?”’ 

O Sander, ‘know the value of peace and love! 


I am your affectionate brother, 


a J. WESLEY. 


LETTER: V. 





(From the Rev. Mr. Wefley, to Mr. S. F.j 


Brittol, Oct. 13, 17620 


My dear Brother, 


N general, when I apprehend, “ Certainly this is a 

contradiction ;” if I find other perfons, of equal fa- 

gacity with myfelf, of equal natural and acquired abili- 

ties, apprehend i it isnot; 1 immediately fufpect my own 

judgment; and the more fo, becauie | remember I 

have been many times /u// as fure as | am now; and 
yet afterwards I found myfelf miftaken. 

‘ 
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x 4 to this particular queftion, I believe I am able to 


aniwer every objection which can be made. but I am 
not able to do it without ex cpending much time, which 
may be better employed. For this reafon | am perfua- 
ded, it is fo far from being my duty to enter into a 
formal controverfy about it, that it would be a wilful 
fin: it would be employing my fhort refidue of life, in 
a lets profitable way than it may be employed. 

The propofition, which I will-hold,is this : “ A perfon 
may be cleanfed from all /nfu/ tempers, and yet need 
the atoning blood.”? For what? For * negligences and 
ignorances :”? for both words and actions (as well as 
omiflions) which are, in a fenfe, tranfgreflions of the 
perfect law. And I believe no one is clear of thefe, till 
he lays down this corruptible body. 

Now, Sammy, dropping the point of contradiction, 
tell me fimply what you would have more? Do you 
believe evil tempers remain till death? All, or fome? 
If fome only, which? 

I love truth wherever I find it, foif you can help me 
toa little more of it, you will oblige, dear Sammy, 
yours, &c. 

J. WESLEY, 


LETTER VE 


The following letter was written by the Rev. Fohn Wefley, twenty- 
nine days before his death; and ‘probably was the lait that he ever 
wrote to America 


[From the Rev. Mr. Weiley, to the Rev. E. C.J 
Near London, Feb. 1, 1791. 
coed dear Brother, 


HOSE that defire to write, or fay any thing to 
me, have no time to lofe: for time has fhaken 
me by the hand, and death ts not far behind. But J 
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have reafon to be thankful for the time that is paft. I 
felt none of the infirmities of old age, for fourfcore 
and fix years. It was not till a year and a half ago, 
that my ftrength and my fight failed. And ftill I am 
enabled to {crawl a little, and to creep, though I can- 
not run. Probably I thould not be able to do fo much, 
did not many of you aflift me by your prayers. I have 
given a diftiné&t account of the work of God, which 
has been wrought in Britain and Ireland, for more than 
half a century. We want fome of you to give us a 
conneéted relation of what our Lord has been doing 
in America, trom the tme that Richard Boardman ac- 
cepted the invit: ation, and left his country to ferve you. 
See that you never give place to one thought, ot fepa- 
rating from your brethren in E urope. Lofe no oppor- 
tunity of declaring to all men, that the Methodifts are 
one people in all the world; and that it is their full de- 
termination fo to continue, 
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Though mountains rife and oceans roll, 
To fever us, in vain. 


To the care of our common Lord I commit you, 





and am 
Your affectionate friend and brother, 
JOHN. WESLEY. 
LETTER VIL 
[From Mr. T. J. ta the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 
London, Om. 26, 1796. 
Rev. Sir, 


| Hope you will have patience with me, while I relate 
my fenfe of the immenfe treafures of God’s love to 
his unworthy creature. I am at a lofs how to begin ; 
my foul being fo big with matter. O his goodnefs ts 
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un‘earchable! I call aloud on heaven and earth ; things 
animate and inanimate, to praife him: and with the 
Pialmift, I ftir up all within me to blefs his holy Name. 

He has lately raifed me from a bed of ficknefs. He 
corrected me in'judgment. But the grace that kept 
me in profperity, was fuflicient in adverfity. 1 found the 
promife true, As thy day is, fo fhall thy frength be. My 
heavenly Father gave me entire patience: fo that, though 
] was confcious It was better to depart and be with 
Chrift, yet I was content to live as long as he pleafed. 
After God had brought me even to the portals of eter- 
nity, it was his good pleafure to lead me back to health 
again. Was it not trying, dear fir, to be in view of 
fupreme felicity, to get a glimpfe of glory; to find 
myfelf prepared to go to the bofom of Jefus, and not 
be able to enjoy? Was not this trying to ardent love ? 
But my foul can only breathe, ** Thy will be done, O 
God my Saviour.” 

My foul, at prefent, amid{t noife and tumult, fweet- 
ly refts in Jefus. All my delight is in God. Chrift 

within me is my glory, and of this I will make my boaft 
all the day long. The view of Chrift, as my all in all, 
makes me defirous of the ftriéeft devotion to him ; 
and that his free grace may be more abundantly mag- 
nified in me. O may God eftablifh in my foul the 
fweet reign of divine love! I want to be all love; even 
as God is love. This is the pure fire that burns, melts, 
and reduces the natural man to nuthing. 1 thank you 
for teaching me, that faith is the golden mean which 
communicates the life of Ged to the foul of man. O 
Lord, increafe my faith! ‘That God may blefs you, Rev. 
Sir, is the earneft prayer of, 

T. J. 
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AN AFTERNOON REFLECTION. 























[By E. C.] 


RIGHT Pheebus to the weft his head inclines, 
With rays of light on all around he fhines : 
He foon will fet far in yon diftant fkies ; 
Perhaps | never more may fee him rife. 
Cynthia will rule, but with a feeble light, 
The filent watches of the folemn night : 
Thoufands of ftars may lend a twinkling beam, 
But ah! fuch traéts of diftance lie between 
‘This earth and them, they fcarce by us are feen. 
The planetary fpheres i in grandeur move, 
As guided by the mighty ‘Hand above ; ; 
Centripetal and centrifugal pow’rs 
Impel them forward in their orbed tours : 
Unwearied they keep a tracklels way, 
And meafure on the year by night and day: 
As fecondary caufes from the Lord, 
Revolving feafons they to us afford : 
Their courfes, fize, and diftances to find, 
I leave unto the aftronomic mind. 
‘Thou f{pacious univerfe, to every land, 
Proclaim the work of an almighty Hand ! 


Compofed in Auguli 1796, when at the fea-fhore, in Shrewfburv, 
New-Jerfey. 


[By E. €.] 


ERE in this place with folemn thou; ght [ ftand, 
To view the work of an almighty Hand : 
Cristie all with wonder I admire, 
The earth and air, the water and the fire. 
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What diverfe properties this earth contains, 
Which unto man a fecret {till remains ; 

Alfo in fire what myfteries conceal’d, 

That human art has never yet reveal’d. 

Of wind and water next I take a view, 

In thefe are feen ten thoufand wonders too. 
My thoughts | turn toward yon rolling feas— 
The wind is ea(t, and blows a heavy breeze ; : 
The tow’ring waves, with a tremendous roar, 
They foam and break and lafh the beaten fhore : 
The mind is fill’d with wonder and furprife 
To fee the waters into mountains rife, 

As if intent to overflow the land ; 

But cannot pafs a narrow break of fand. 

All fill’d with fury fee them driven on, 

They reach the fhore, then tumble and are gone. 
How wonderful thefe buriting billows found, 
When dath’d afunder by their fixed bound. 
Almighty God, thy hand hath fix’d it fo, 
Tis thy decree, No farther the y foall go. 

Thy work I view, and confcious reft in this— 
None but a Gop could make it as it is. 





AN EPIGRAM. 
[ By Dr. Byrom. | 


HAT is more tender than a mother’s love 
To the fweet infant fondling in her arms ? 
‘What arguments need her compaflion move, 
To hear its cries, and help it in its harms? 
Now, if the tend’reft mother was poflefs’d 
Of all the love, within her fingle breaft, 
Of all the mothers, fince the world began, 
Tis nothing to the love of God to man. 


